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Balkan archaeology must tackle the phenomenon of ‘imports’, which includes
artefacts imported from the Aegean and Mediterranean coastline during the early
Iron Age and the Classical and Hellenistic periods. These are found in an area that
includes the territory of the present-day Republic of Macedonia as well as southern
parts of Serbia, western parts of Bulgaria and northern parts of Greece-an area that
in pre-Roman times was inhabited by tribes ascribed as having Paeonian ethnicity.
These imports consist largely of pottery, weapons, jewellery, as well as tombstones,
terracotta decorations of architectural objects.

Chronologically, one should first mention the so-called “Sword of Tetovo”
which is a Mycenaean import brought into the region sometime in the 11th century
BC. Several such types of swords also came into Kosovo, some typical specimens of
which have been found at Iglarevo.

Certain ceramic finds, discovered along the River Vardar, also belong to this
period and to the category of Mycenaean imports. Fragments of this type are found in
Stobi, though outside the chronological context. Razors and double axe-heads, which
had iconic significance for the Cretan-Mycenaean cultured elite, where found in the
cist graves of the “Dimov Grob” Necropolis, near Ulanci. Also, Mycenaean pottery
was found near Skopje, in the village of Solnje.

Mycenaean imports and influences certainly followed the valley of the River
Vardar which was the main south-north communication route. Ever more, Mycenaean
influence has also been identified at sites in eastern Macedonia. In recent years,
pottery and decorations characteristic for the Mycenaean imports have been found at
a number of sites, as well as products originating from workshops by the Aegean Sea
and manufactured under Mycenaean influence. These influences went not only along
the River Vardar, but also along the River Struma.

Contacts and influence between north and south are again evident in the
Archaic period. This was the period when the local Paeonian tribes, the Derroni and
the Laiai, first began to mint coins. The process was brought into Paeonia by artisans
from the south, where coin-minting was well-established. The emergence of this so-
called tribal minting was due to the rich mines of silver in Osogovo and the interest
of people from the south in the mineral resources of this area. The appearance of the
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names of local rulers on the coins indicates that coinage, in its basic functionality, was
largely accepted by the population.

The acceptance and adoption of coin-minting techniques was one aspect
of Hellenistic influence which would later reach its peak with the formation of an
independent political organization in the borders of Paeonia. This realm was to be
ruled by kings whose names we know from the coins they minted.

That the mines of the Osogovo Mountains were the focus of interest for
southern merchants and craftsmen and artists is further testified to by certain facts and
events dating from the Early Classical Period, when immigrants established permanent
settlements in Paeonia. The best example of this is the settlement at Vinicko Kale.
A building has been found from the time of this site’s foundation, decorated with
terracotta metopes and friezes depicting griffons and chimeras. This building seems to
have been intended as a temple, sanctuary or vault. It was built by incomers from the
city of Abdera in Thrace whose population had requested shelter in Vinica—a region
rich in precious metals—after the Persians captured their city. Further evidence has
been found of north-south contacts along the course of the River Struma.

Another example of immigration is that of fugitives from the city of Mende.
Strabo tells us that it was the Mendeans who founded the town of Damastion in Illyria,
located in aregion rich in silver mines. Damastion minted coins of various values over
a period of 100 years and these coins were used in the towns of Pelagia and Samoa,
which were most probably located in Macedonia.

Evidence of southern influence from the beginning of the Classical period has
been found in the techniques employed in the production of an object from Gradiste-
Brazda, near Skopje. New settlers from the south imported pottery with them into
this area and their style became the model for the region. Hence we find local pottery
produced in grey clay with Greek shapes. In Skopje, too, has been found the well
known Attic funerary relief depicting a scene of dexiosis.

Turning to the Lower Vardar Valley, in Demir Kapija, IMikulCi¢ succeeded in
locating one sector of the old settlement founded in the 5thcentury by colonists from
the south in the place known as Manastir, where they buried their dead. The sanctuary
of Dioscures located to the north of present-day Demir Kapija belongs to a slightly
later date. Future investigations should be able to determine us whether this sanctuary,
together with the relief plaques and statuettes of Hellenic deities, were brought by
Greek settlers or were the products of a Hellenized Paeonian population.

Not far from Demir Kapija, the settlement located at Isar near the mouth
of the River Anskaby the village of Marvinci shows that a possibly larger group of
people settled on Isar at the same time. We can say with certainty that they settled
on the old Paeonian acropolis and continued to use it as their own settlement. They
buried their deceased ones on the ground known today as the South and the Southwest
Necropolises. Cremation was the predominant burial ritual at that time

The large grave monument, with its depiction of dexiosis originates from this
period and it was brought from the south. However, as in the case with Demir Kapija,
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the cultural development of Isar-Marvinci shows marked Hellenistic influence which
would later acquire individual characteristics in the context ofthe Macedonian society.

All these examples should be sufficient to show that Balkan regions early on
became attractive to settlers from the south. This interestwas primarily motivated by the
natural mining resources in the Balkans, as MikulCi¢ has often sought to demonstrate.
From the south came numerous miners, craftsmen, merchants, architects and artisans,
many of them settling temporarily or permanently to practise their professions.

The grave with white lekythoi discovered in Demir Kapija was identified as
a burial of an Athenian woman, as first noted by D. V. Todorovi¢. Gorica Mikulci¢
has investigated the connection between imports, the foundation of colonies and the
presence of people from the south in light of the mineral wealth found in the Balkans.
In her recent research on painted and monochrome Greek vases from Demir Kapija,
G. Mikul€i¢ mentions the question ofthe Hellenic diaspora and the colonies founded
by the Greeks on the Aegean coast and in the Balkan interior. She reminds us that
many people emigrated from Athens as a result ofthe Peloponnesian Wars 0f429-405,
coinciding with the appearance of many Attic products in early classical settlements
in Paeonia.

The greater part of ancient Paeonia was in the territory of the present-day
Republic of Macedonia. It was known to the Classical authors as a land rich in gold
and silver. The presence of smaller or bigger groups, immigrating to the Balkans, was
triggered by their interest in minerals.

Itshould also be taken into accountthat the Paeonians had Aegean origins, as well
asan affinity and inclination to adopt the cultural achievements of the Mediterranean.
Later developments in architecture, pottery, coinage and even acceptance of Hellenic
cults are based on the interest of southerners in Balkan minerals. How long they stayed
we do not know. Judging by the Greek names mentioned on epigraphic monuments
we can conclude that many Greeks settled permanently. As example we can mention
Municipium Damastium Dardanorum where more than 20 names have been found
on grave monuments from Roman times. Whether these incomers arrived in early
antiquity or at a later time is not essential here; what is essential is that immigrants from
the south brought with them many objects of utilitarian or religious value which they
needed in their new environment. The phenomenon of ‘imports’ should accordingly
be viewed in another light.
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Pesnwme:

AHTNUYKMTE MMNopTK Bo MajoHnja

Beke ogamHa, BO noseke cBou Tpyghosu . Mukynumk obpHyBa BHUMaHMe
Ha pygHUTe 60raTcTBa KoM Ce HaofaaT BO BHaTpellHocTa Ha basikaHOT, T.e. Ha
TepuTOopujata Koja BO BPeMETO Ha paHarta aHTMKa ja HacenyBane najoHCKU NAemMutba.
Mpwn Toa ro CTakHyBa MHTEPECOT N NOTPeObUTEe Ha XeNeHCKNOT jyr 3a 61aropogHuTe
MEeTanM W Hace/lyBaweTO Ha MajcTopu, TProBuM, 3aHaeT4yuy KOu Mmasne ocobeH
MHTEepec 3a pyaHUTe 6oratcTea Ko UM ce HyAene.

AKO TprHeMe No XPOHOMNOLIKKN pef, Ha NMPBO MecTo Tpeba fa rm crnoMmHeme
MUKEHCKWUTE MeyeBU CTUrHatu fo TeToBo BO MakegoHuja u Mrnapeso Ha Kocoso.
MojaBaTa Ha MOHETOKOBaweTO Ha [epoHuTe 1 SlajanTe KOH KpajoT Ha 6. BEK Np. H.e.
CEeKaKko e pe3ynTaT Ha KOHTaKTuTe Ha OCOroBCKUOT PervoH Co rpajoBuUTe Ha erejckoTo
Kpajopexje. TexHMKaTa Ha rpajexHUWTBOTO BOO4YeHa BO bpasga kaj Ckonje, BO
Kpakpa Kaj MepHuk, Kplesnua kaj Bpawe n Bapaapcku Pug kaj Fesrennja e pesyntat
Ha QUPEKTHU KOHTaKTU CO jy>KHUTe rpagnTenn ywTe Bo 5. BEK Np. H.e.

HabpoeHnTe nojaBu jacHO 36opyBaaT 3a PM3NYKO MPUCYCTBO Ha pumn BO
HalunTe PermMoHun, Kou, Bo NoTpara no er3sucTeHunja ce npecenysase AaneKky Ha cesep,
HO cenak Gupane pernoHu 60oraTm Co PygHU NexuwiTa. 3a 0Ba OUUrNefeH npumMep e
HacenyBake Ha MeHfejuunTe Bo [laMacTUOH 3a Koj n3sectysa CTpaboH.

Bo ncTO Bpeme v HewwTo NoAOoLHa, BO TEKOT Ha KNaCUYHNOT nepunos, a ocobeHo
BO 4. BEK Mp. H.e., Ce cpeKaBame CO MaCOBHa NojaBa Ha Hace/leHWe OfjyXXHUTE PErnMoHu,
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KOW Kako KOJIOHUCTW 3anocefHane MHOTY MajoHCcKu Hacentu. Ha BuHuukoto Kane
MO>XXeMe fia npeno3Haeme AbLepaHy Kou rpajar CBETUINLLTE-TPE30P 3a CBOM NOTPebu
Mpu WTO 06jeKTOT ro yKpacusie co MeTOMNM Ha Kou ce NpuKaxaHu rpugoHun, cumobon
[OHEeCeH 0f HMBHAaTa MeTponona - Teoc, a Koj Ke 0CTaHe Kako Brneyat/imBa npeTcrasa
Ha MOHeTUTe Ha Ab6Zepa BO MNOAO/T BPEMEHCKN NepUOL.

MpucycTBo Ha ATukaHuTe Bo CKoMje ro npenosHaBame Mo Hagrpo6HMOT
CMOMEHMK CO ClieHa Ha pasfenba Koja npunara Ha atMykata YMETHOCT. ATUHaHUTe
rv npeno3HaBame 1 Cnopes TUNMYHaTa 3a HUB KepaMmunka BO CTWU Ha LpBEHN (hUrypu,
0CObEeHO Mo 6ennTe KT, KaKBM LWITO Ce HajaeHu Bo [emup Kanuja, Ba3u Kou bune
KapakTepuCcTUYHN BO NOrpebHUOT puTyan.

OuurnegeH npuMep 3a MacoBeH KOMOHM3AaTOPCKM 6GpaH Ha HacefeHue of
XeIeHCKMOT jyr, BKy4YyBajKu rm n ATuwbanute u ONUHTUjUMTE, faBa NOKaNUTETOT Ha
WcapoT Kaj ¢. MapBMHLM. YLITe CO NPBOTO Hace/yBakwe BO PaHNOT KNacUYeH Nepuog
TWe ja 3anocefHane akponosara, a HekKponosara Koja ce MpoTera Ha jy>XHuUTe u”
jyrosanagHute naguHu, co cBojata CoOAPXKMHA NMOKaXyBa MacoOBHO NPUCYCTBO Ha HOBO
HaceneHne Koe HOCK CBOW MaTepujasiHU WU OyXOBHW 6enesn. PyaHute 6oratctea Ha
pernoHoT, ocobeHo Ha cocepHarta nnaHnHa Koxyd, ce ywite efieH oKas 3a UHTEPECOT
Ha 'pumnTe 3a 60raTuTe NajoHCKN PErNOHN.

"ope, HaKyCco U3HeCeHWTe NpUmepw, BeKe jaCHO MOKaXKyBaaT [jeKa nojasaTa Ha
MPON3BOAM LUTO MM CpeKaBaMe Ha MajoOHCKNTe Hacenbun a Ko HacTaHane Ha XeNeHCKNOT
jyr v rpagosute Ha Erejckoto Kpajopexje 36opyBaaT 3a (PM3NMYKO MPUCYCTBO Ha
Hace/fieHne of jy>KHUTe 6afiKaHCKWN pernoHn. Bo Taa cMucna TepMUHOT “ umnopTt” 6u
Tpebano fa ce Hab/by- fyBa BO MOMHAKBO CBET/IO.

BukTopuja Cokonoscka



